DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 065 492 



24 



SP 005 820 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 



SPONS AGENCY 

BUREAU NO 
PUB DATE 
GRANT- 
NOTE 



Wiley, Robert C. 

Determining Tendencies of College Faculty, Student 
Teachers, and Cooperating Teachers Toward 
Traditionalism or Progressivism in their Attitudes 
Regarding Education. 

National Center for Educational Research and 
Development (DHEW/OE) , Washington, D. C. 

BR-1-G-020 
Mar 72 

OEG-7-71-001 0 (509) 

33p. 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



MF-$0 .65 HC-S3.29 

♦College Faculty; ♦Cooperating Teachers; Educational 
Practice; Student Motivation; *student Teachers; 
♦Teacher Attitudes; Teacher Education; *Teacher 
Influence 

Kerlinger's Education Scales VI and VII 



ABSTRACT 

This investigation was undertaken to assess and 
determine relationships between a college education faculty, student 
teachers, and cooperating teachers concerning their tendencies toward 
conservatism or progressivism and resultant influences upon student 
teachers. Instruments used to assess tendencies toward conservatism 
or progressivism were Kerlinger’s Education Scale VI and Education 
Scale VII. The procedures involved a pilot study with experimental 
and control groups followed by the complete study. Significance of 
differences between group means were determined by t- tests. The study 
indicates that the Kerlinger instruments do distinguish degrees of 
conservatism or progressivism. Data indicated that the education 
faculty tended strongly toward progressivism, the cooperating 
teachers toward conservatism, and student teachers were about midway 
between the two. As a result of on-campus "block” courses, student 
teachers moved strongly toward progressivism, but regressed toward 
conservatism during student teaching, with regression greatest among 
elementary student teachers. Results of the study guestion the value 
of student teaching unless the goals of the teacher training program 
and the attitudes of cooperating teachers are compatible. The 
appendix includes Education Scales VI and VII. (Author/MJM) 
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ABSTRACT 



Title: Determining Tendencies of College Faculty, Student Teachers, 

and Cooperating Teachers Toward Traditionalism or Progressivism 
in Their Attitudes Regarding Education 

Principal Investigator: Robert C. Wiley 

Contracting Agency: Missouri Southern State College 

Federal Funds Requested: $5,340.00 

Beginning and Ending Dates: April 1, 1971-March 31, 1972 

Assuming that an individual’s tendency to be receptive to new concepts in 
education is x - elated to a tendency to think conservatively or progress- 
ively regarding education, this investigation was undertaken to assess 
and determine relationships between a college education faculty, student 
teachers , and cooperating teachers concerning their tendencies toward 
conservatism or progressivism and resultant influences upon student 
teachers . 

Instruments used to assess tendencies toward conservatism or progress- 
ivism were Kerlinger’s Education Scale VI and Education Scale VII. The 
procedures involved a pilot study with experimental and control groups 
followed by the complete study. Significance of differences between 
group means were determined by t-tests. 

The study indicates that the Kerlinger instruments do distinguish 
degrees of conservatism or progressivism. Data indicated that the 
education faculty tended strongly toward progressivism, the cooperating 
teachers toward conservatism, and student teachers were about midway 
between the two. As a result of on-campus "block" courses student 
teachers moved strongly toward progressivism, but regressed toward con- 
servatism during student teaching, with regression greatest among ele- 
mentary student teachers. 

Results of the study question the value of student teaching unless the 
goals of the teacher training program and the attitudes of cooperating 
teachers are compatible. 



Table of Contents 

Page 

Problem and Background for the Study 1 

Objectives and Procedures 3 

Instruments for Assessing Progress ivism 6 

Results of the Study 9 

Limitations of the Study 18 

Conclusions and Recommendations • • • • 19 

Appendix A: Education Scales VI and VII 



ERiC 



3 



List of Tables 



Table Page 

Table 1 Listing of Means Obtained from Sample Groups and Test 

Instruments Used 10 

Table 2 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Elementary Student 

Teachers Before Block Courses 11 

Table 3 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Elementary Student 

Teachers After Block Courses 12 

Table 4 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Secondary Student 

Teachers Before Block Courses 12 

Table 5 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Secondary Student 

Teachers After Block Courses 13 

Table 6 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Elementary Cooperat- 
ing Teachers 13 

Table 7 t-test of Mean Scores of Faculty and Secondary Cooperat- 
ing Teachers 14 

Table 8 t-test of Mean Scores of Elementary Cooperating Teachers 



and Elementary Student Teachers Before Student Teaching. . 14 

Table 9 t-test of Mean Scores of Elementary Cooperating Teachers 

and Elementary Student Teachers After Student Teaching . . 15 

Table 10 t-test of Mean Scores of Secondary Cooperating Teachers 

and Secondary Student Teachers Before Student Teaching . . 15 

Table 11 t-test of Mean Scores of Secondary Cooperating Teach 

and Secondary Student Teachers After Student Teaching . . 16 

Table 12 t-test of Mean Scores of Pilot Study Students and Complete 

Study Students at the Conclusion of Block Courses .... 16 

Table 13 t-test of Mean Scores of Pilot Study Students and Complete 

Study Students at the Conclusion of Student Teaching ... 17 



ERIC 



4 



List of Figures and Illustrations 



Figure 

Figure 1 Placement of Mean Scores on a Conservatism-Progressivism 
Continuum 




5 



Page 

11 






